20 December 2018

MEDIA RELEASE
All we want for Christmas is Australian Prosecco
Dear Santa,
This year for Christmas, the Winemakers’ Federation of Australia (WFA) would like greater protection for
Australian wine producer’s rights to grow, produce and label their grape varieties.
The problem is the European Union continues to seek to restrict the use of a number of grape variety
names to their own producers. These efforts have the potential to dramatically impact on the livelihood
of Australian winemakers to produce and market our great wines. The European Union is seeking to
prevent our use of prosecco and other grape varieties under our free trade agreement negotiations.
However, their reach is expanding. Just this week, the European Union have pressured New Zealand to
try and restrict 2500 Geographical Indications to European producers. The New Zealand government is
now forcing our producers to object to these names, to maintain our right, to export our traditional
products to New Zealand. Within the list, which we’ve checked twice, and published by the New
Zealand government, are a number of terms that would stop our trade for some wines to New Zealand.
We take this very seriously, and think it is well suited to the Naughty List.
Prosecco, and many other varieties at risk in this process, have grown hugely in popularity over recent
years. The value they have, and can continue to contribute, to our domestic market, exports, regional
communities, jobs and tourism cannot be understated. The EU understands this – and that is why they
are looking to restrict our ability to use these grape variety names.
We will be sure to leave out some Australian Prosecco for you to enjoy with your cookies, and
encourage sparkling wine drinkers to drink responsibly, and support Australian wine producers, by
choosing Australian Prosecco to enjoy with family and friends this Christmas. We need all Australian
consumers to get behind us in this battle.
And if you can’t have a Prosecco, try another great Aussie wine… there are plenty to choose from!
We wish you safe travels on Christmas Eve, from the team at WFA.
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